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ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today, I am 
proud to join my colleagues in the United 
States Congress and world leaders in cele-
brating the creation of the State of Israel on 
this 56th anniversary of Israel’s Independence 
Day. On this historic day, we honor the 
achievements of the Jewish people and the 
Jewish state, and salute a young and proud 
nation that has accomplished so much in so 
little time. 

In the 56 years since independence, Israel 
has welcomed immigrants from all corners of 
the world as her population grew from 806,000 
to 6,780,000 people, including over a million 
new immigrants from the former Soviet Union. 
Israel today is a vibrant democracy, the only 
democracy in the Middle East, and a world 
leader in technology and agricultural innova-
tion for arid regions. 

We must remember that these great 
achievements have come at a great cost. 
More than 20,000 Israel Defense Force mem-
bers have died fighting for the cause of a Jew-
ish state in the years since the war of inde-
pendence—over 185 Israeli soldiers in the 
past year alone, since the last Remembrance 
and Independence Days. 

And we must also honor and remember 
those innocent civilians who have been killed 
by terrorists trying to destroy the State of 
Israel and her people. In the last year, at least 
176 people were murdered and 906 wounded 
in terrorist attacks. 

On this Day of Independence, the United 
States of America and Israel stand side-by-
side in our commitment to democracy, to 
peace, and to the State of Israel. The United 
States will never flinch and will never waiver in 
its support for the safety and security of the 
State of Israel and of her people.
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A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL RICHARD W. 
LAUGHLIN ON THE OCCASION OF 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct 
privilege to stand before my colleagues in the 
House to pay tribute to a special person in 
Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District. This year, 
Lieutenant Colonel Richard W. Laughlin, Pro-
fessor of Military Science and Leadership at 
Bowling Green State University, will retire after 
20 years of distinguished service in the United 
States Army. 

Mr. Speaker, Lieutenant Colonel Laughlin 
graduated from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point in May of 1984. His 
hard work and dedication at West Point, the 
Army’s pinnacle of leadership, was excep-
tional. Upon graduation, he branch selected 
artillery. 

LTC Laughlin graduated from the Field Artil-
lery Officers Basic Course in 1985, and his 
competence and professionalism in that field 

served the Nation well as he advanced in 
rank. Over a period of 8 years, serving at Fort 
Sill, Oklahoma and at Fort Richardson, Alas-
ka, LTC Laughlin was promoted to first lieu-
tenant and then to captain while serving as 
Fire Direction Officer, Battery Executive Office, 
S2, Headquarters Battery Commander, and as 
assistant S3. 

Assigned to the University of Pittsburgh as 
an assistant professor for military science in 
1993, LTC Laughlin was awarded the Gov-
ernor’s Cup for the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania as the best ROTC battalion in the 
state in 1994. While serving as Chief of Oper-
ations for the 1st Cavalry Division at Fort 
Hood, Texas, he was promoted to the rank of 
major. He then transferred to Fort Hood, 
Texas to serve as Rear Detachment Com-
mander, 82nd Field Artillery. Under his able 
leadership, the 82nd trained and deployed 
thousands of combat-ready soldiers to the 
Bosnian conflict in 1999. 

LTC Laughlin began his current assignment 
as a Professor of Military Science at BGSU in 
2000. Under his guidance, the ROTC program 
has been forged into a respected hallmark of 
the University, with program members partici-
pating in numerous campus events. LTC 
Laughlin’s 20-year commitment of distin-
guished service to his country leaves as its 
legacy a stronger Army of able combat-ready 
forces, and a generation of students inspired 
by his dedication and courage. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in paying special tribute to the steadfast patri-
otism and unwavering spirit of Lieutenant 
Colonel Richard C. Laughlin. I am confident 
that his example will serve as an inspiration to 
a new generation of soldiers who, like him, will 
be brave and vigilant guardians for the United 
States and its citizens. May he now enjoy the 
freedoms and liberties that he has so ably 
helped to protect over his distinguished ca-
reer.
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the Members of the House to join us in 
recognizing past instances of genocide and re-
affirming our Nation’s commitment to never 
again allow the perpetration of such atrocities 
anywhere on this earth. House Resolution 193 
appropriately reaffirms America’s obligation to 
international genocide conventions, and under-
scores the importance of recognizing past 
crimes against humanity, including the Holo-
caust and the Armenian, Cambodian, and 
Rwandan genocides. 

We all know that silence in the face of 
genocide only encourages those who would 
commit such atrocities in the future. Israel 
Charney, the noted genocide and Holocaust 
scholar, has written extensively about the psy-
chology of genocide denial. He has explained 
to the world what we should all know from his-
tory: to deny genocide is to celebrate the 
mass murder and to endorse the doctrine of 
corrupt power that brought about the destruc-
tion in the first place. To erase agonizing 
memories of genocide only mocks the sen-
sibilities of the victims and their descend-

ents—in essence, once again, victimize the 
victims. 

For this reason, America must recognize the 
Turkish massacre and displacement of Arme-
nians as an act of genocide. The House Judi-
ciary Committee, upon its unanimous approval 
of the Genocide Resolution, described the Ar-
menian Genocide in the following terms:

Beginning in 1915, the Islamic Turkish 
state of the Ottoman Empire sought to end 
the collective existence of the Christian Ar-
menian population. From 1915 through 1918, 
during World War 1, the Ottoman Empire 
subjected the Armenian people to deporta-
tion, expropriation, abduction, torture, mas-
sacre, and starvation. The atrocities were re-
newed between 1920 and 1923. It is estimated 
that one and a half million Armenians were 
killed out of over two million Armenians 
who had lived in the Ottoman Empire. It 
should be noted that these activities ceased 
with the institution of the new Republic of 
Turkey in October, 1923.

U.S. recognition of the Armenian genocide 
is long past due. By failing to admit and recog-
nize atrocities that clearly took place we un-
dermine our Nation’s credibility and commit-
ment to combat genocide. On April 24, Presi-
dent Bush issued his annual message in re-
membrance of the victims of the Armenian 
Genocide—only he failed to use the word 
‘‘genocide.’’ In failing to refer to the Armenian 
Genocide accurately, he has turned his back 
on his own campaign pledge and on 190 
Members of Congress who want the Armenian 
Genocide recognized. 

It is not enough to say ‘‘never again.’’ We 
must take concrete steps to give it meaning 
and to bolster our own resolve. Passing 
House Resolution 193 is a small but important 
step in this ongoing effort to thwart those who 
would commit genocide. It is the least we can 
do for the millions who have been killed in 
Turkey, Germany, Rwanda, and Cambodia. 
Understanding the lessons of these tragedies 
will help prevent future crimes against human-
ity. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate this opportunity to 
honor the victims of genocide, and to urge my 
colleagues to always remain cognizant of the 
pledge our Nation has made to prevent future 
acts of genocide.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL 
DISASTER CONSUMER PROTEC-
TION ACT 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
introducing legislation that would protect the 
credit histories of consumers residing in areas 
where damages caused by a disaster impede 
the efficient payment of debts. My bill would 
provide an important safeguard for individuals 
living in disaster-prone regions in order to en-
sure that their financial histories are not ad-
versely affected by an inability to make prompt 
payments during and in the immediate after-
math of a Federally Declared Disaster Area. 

I am concerned that public law does not 
provide a consistent legal means for con-
sumers to rectify credit discrepancies occur-
ring during a period in which their residence 
was included in a Federally Declared Disaster 
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Area as defined by the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act. 
While I understand that many financial institu-
tions do institute voluntary programs to give 
such customers reasonable flexibility in mak-
ing payments, I also understand that these 
policies are not required nor are they uniform. 
Additionally, even where voluntary policies are 
instituted on the part of financial institutions, 
inevitably some mistakes will be made. The 
process of reconciling a credit report is often 
very difficult and time consuming, and disaster 
victims already face enough burdens during 
the recovery process. 

The Federal Disaster Consumer Protection 
Act will assist victims of a disaster by allowing 
for a 7-day grace period beginning on the date 
on which the disaster area is declared. If the 
due date on a payment falls on 1 of those 7 
days, an affected consumer would be able to 
request that any adverse credit report as a re-
sult of a late payment be removed from his or 
her credit history. To prevent abuse, the con-
sumer would had to have made his or her ac-
count current within 30 days of the due date 
in order to exercise this protection. This legis-
lation would also give the Secretary of the 
Treasury discretion to extend the grace period 
if he or she sees fit. 

My bill proposes minimal standards that 
should not be a burden on those responsible 
financial institutions that already have a fair 
policy for dealing with consumers adversely 
impacted by a disaster. While I do believe that 
financial institutions should implement fair poli-
cies with regard to bank fees and other pen-
alties for late payment during a disaster, my 
bill does not impose any new regulations with 
regard to these issues. The sole purpose of 
this legislation is to protect the consumer’s 
credit. Support for this legislation will help re-
duce the risk of inaccurate credit reporting im-
peding the financial recovery of already vul-
nerable consumers residing in a Federally De-
clared Disaster Area.
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ON THE 56TH ISRAELI 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. DENISE L. MAJETTE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Ms. MAJETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise on this 
Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s Independence Day 
celebration, to congratulate the people of 
Israel in their fifty-sixth year. I would like to re-
count a brief passage from Yitzchak Rabin, a 
warrior of peace, upon the occasion of his 
signing a Declaration of Principles for the Oslo 
Peace Accords in Washington, in what seems 
like a forever ago, in 1993. Prime Minister 
Rabin said then:

We have come from an anguished and 
grieving land. We have come from a people, 
a home, a family that has not known a single 
year, not a single month, in which mothers 
have not wept for their sons. We have come 
to try and put an end to the hostilities so 
that our children, and our children’s chil-
dren, will no longer experience the painful 
cost of war, violence and terror. We have 
come to secure their lives and to ease the 
sorrow and the painful memories of the past, 
to hope and pray for peace.

On the fifty-sixth birthday of the State of 
Israel, we are still praying for that peace. Day 

after day, hour after hour, we see mothers 
weep for their sons and daughters. But we no 
longer see those images as distant—because 
it has happened here, too, in the United 
States. We know now that terrorism incurs ir-
reparable pain and loss. The State of Israel 
has known this loss since its modern begin-
nings in 1948. 

Our loss in the United States connects us to 
Israel beyond the often symbolic, annual ges-
ture of alliance—we are dear friends, and our 
friendship runs deep. It is rooted in the values 
and ideals we share—Israel, a vibrant and 
passionate democracy which includes respect 
for diversity and religious freedom for all 
faiths, mirrors the proud character of the 
United States 

And so, today, I wish the state of Israel and 
its citizens a peaceful birthday—last year I had 
the opportunity to visit Israel for the first time. 
Upon seeing the sunrise over the old city walls 
of Jerusalem, I was overwhelmed by the re-
gion’s history. The leaders and citizens of 
Israel have yearned to achieve their vision of 
peace since the modern State of Israel was 
born. But this vision eludes us still. We cannot 
let this peaceful image go—we must contin-
ually strive to reach it. 

Upon its establishment, the first official rec-
ognition of the State of Israel came from the 
United States of America. We have continu-
ously demonstrated our support for Israel—
and that support will be strengthened as we 
endure the pain of terrorism, and fight the bat-
tle for a lasting and secure peace, together.
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ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker. I rise in honor 
of Israel Independence Day, Yom Ha’atzmaut, 
to celebrate the strength of the U.S.-Israel re-
lationship and pay tribute to the people of 
Israel whose vibrant democracy and brave 
military stand beside us on the front lines of 
the war against terrorism. 

In the fifty-six years since the establishment 
of the State of Israel, the United States has 
worked with Israel to create a wide array of 
foundations and forums for bilateral coopera-
tion on issues ranging from agriculture, 
science, energy, and the environment, to the 
development of technology for military and 
homeland security needs. 

We have also worked hard to build a robust 
economic relationship. Despite the small size 
of Israel’s population, Israel’s GNP is now 
higher than that of most of its neighbors com-
bined. This is a testament to the openness of 
the Israeli economy and its high volume of 
trade with the United States. 

Perhaps most fundamental, however, is our 
work together to advance peace and security 
in the region. While Israeli peace agreements 
with Egypt and Jordan are enduring corner-
stones of this effort, the refusal of the Pales-
tinian leadership to embrace a peaceful and 
democratic future remains a painful challenge. 

Each year, on the Israeli calendar, the cele-
bration of Yom Ha’atzmaut comes on the 
heels of Yom Ha’zikaron, Israel’s Memorial 
Day, when the nation expresses its eternal 
debt and gratitude to the soldiers who gave 

their lives for the achievement of the country’s 
independence and its continued existence. 
Tragically, over the past three years of Pales-
tinian terrorism, hundreds of Israeli civilians 
have joined those fallen heroes on front lines 
that now encompass the doorstep of its cafes, 
buses, and supermarkets. 

Although the Palestinians have attempted to 
justify their hatred as a reaction to Israel’s set-
tlement policy or its acts of self defense, the 
true source of violence is the Palestinian lead-
ership’s desire to annihilate the Jewish State 
even if it sacrifices the dream of Palestinian 
statehood. 

That is why even as the United States re-
mains an honest broker in the effort to reach 
a final peace settlement, as a nation fighting 
the threat of terrorism ourselves we must con-
tinue to act in solidarity with Israel and on be-
half of its right to exist as a secure, demo-
cratic, and Jewish state for generations to 
come.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE HISTORY 
OF THE GREAT SAND DUNES NA-
TIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 27, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
highlight the grassroots effort to protect one of 
Colorado’s greatest natural treasures: The 
Great Sand Dunes. I was privileged to play a 
part in this momentous and exciting process. 
My own effort to preserve this beautiful area 
began in 1989 on a family vacation to the 
Great Sand Dunes National Monument in 
Colorado’s San Luis Valley, where I had a 
conversation with my friend Bob Zimmerman 
about his idea to re-designate the Great Sand 
Dunes National Monument as a National Park 
and Preserve. This conversation with Bob was 
the catalyst for a decade-long effort to put the 
Sand Dunes in their rightful place alongside 
the nation’s other crown jewels as a National 
Park and Preserve. 

A rare gem, Colorado’s Great Sand Dunes 
cover an area of thirty-nine square miles and 
reach heights of 700 feet above the floor of 
the flat San Luis Valley, making them the tall-
est dune fields in the western hemisphere. 
The Dunes are nestled between rugged, 
snowcapped mountains that include 14,000-
foot peaks peppered with pristine alpine tun-
dra. The Great Sand Dunes of Colorado are a 
unique hydrological system that feeds one of 
Colorado’s largest wetland areas and are 
home to beaver meadows and spacious 
grasslands that are dotted with beautiful 
mountain flowers. High mountain streams cas-
cade first into pristine lakes situated above the 
timberline, flowing into dense spruce and fir 
forests, streaming farther to reach large Aspen 
groves, ponderosa forest, pinion-juniper wood-
lands, cottonwood and mountain willow ripar-
ian areas. As the newest member of Amer-
ica’s National Park system, the Great Sand 
Dunes is one of the nation’s most biologically 
diverse parks, encompassing wetland species 
such as sandhill cranes, the rare white-faced 
ibis, and Rocky Mountain species of bighorn 
sheep, marmots and ptarmigan. The park also 
represents a diverse cultural heritage, where 
Native American sites spanning thousands of 
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